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CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS.
Dr. S. a. MOFFETF.

It is with very great appreciation of the privilege accoi ded me that

in behalf of the B. F. B. S. and its greatly esteemed Agent, Mr. Hugh

Miller I extend to the Christian friends gathered here the sincere greetings

of the Society.
,

.

The Opening of this Bible House is an event of no little significance

and import in the establishment of the Church in Korea. In the history

of the Society it is a marked Epoch constituting a fitting culmination of

its years of work in Bible Distribution among this people. More

strictly speaking I should say the Society has had to do with the work

for 37 years, for while in 1881 it took over the work of Bible translation

into Korean done by the Scottish missionaries, in Manchuria that work

had been begun in 1875 and this Society refunded to them the money s^t

in that work and has ever since b^en active in providing for the pubUcaboii

and circulation of the Scriptures. It can look back with unfeigned thank-

fulness to the work accomplbhed and for that work and the spirit Qt

helpful co-operation shown, it merits the sincere appreciation and gratitude

of the missionary body and the Korean Church. _ ^

We all recognize the fact that the circulation of the Scriptures and

the preaching and study, of the Word of ,God have been the great factors ^

in the wide and extended establishment of the Church here—
a
^church

with such:a character ,tl^ it .b making . itself a great spintual and moral

power in the lives of the pepple:
, t. u iS'L

This building is; a promise that ;the Society which has begun such ?

eoo^ work will render even greater and more efficient service m the

future and we note with ,
thankfulness the Society’s more adequate pror .

r^crrxnncT nn nf this work of supreme importance.
,

program of pleasing variety 01 miuil duui^^co,

of greetings from representatives of the various churches and natic

interested in the work of the Society as earned from this building.
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Pyeng Yang, Korea, Liar. 2Ist . 1 9i 2.

Dear

The Bible G ommittee had its regular

meeting on the 4th. of this month at v;hich time the correspondence with the

Bible Societies was considered. The Committee deemed it best not to spend

time upon the points upon the Bible Societies differ from each other or dif-

fer from the Committee, but in seeking a solution for the question before us

we think it best to refer only to those suggestions in the correspondence

upon which we may all agree and which seem to offer a solution satisfactory

alike to ti,e Societies au': to the Gomm.ittee.

"Whereas in the American Bible Society's reply to our communication

the following occurs; 'In visw of the fact that no where in the world where

the two societies are working together is there any similar compensating ad-

British and Foreign Bible Society,' warranting the inference that were such

arrangement made it would be acceptable to the American feible Society;

and in the reply of the British and Foreign Bible Society to our communica-

tion the following occurs; 'The only other solution of the trouble is an

interchange of territory; for the A.B.S. to leave Korea on condition that

the B.F.B.S. leave some other field in which the two Societies are jointly

interested,' we conclude that either one of these solutions may possibly be

acceptable to both Societies, and as either would be acceptable to lEhis Com-

mittee it is resolved that we request the Societies to confer and, if possi-

ble, reach an aggeement upon either one of these propositions."

This we hope and believe places the Societies in a position to reach

an agreement and the undersigned were appointed a committee to urge upon the

Societies the acceptance of either one or the other of the propositions.

The Committee therefore adopted the following resolution; -

justment whereby the American Bible Society acts as representative for the



V.e very urgently and sincerely ask that you take the matter up at

once .vith the other Society and as speedily as possible reach a settlement

of this question which has been of such concern to us all.

Yours ver^ sincerely^
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There are 3 chapels in connection with this church one of wWch

is merely a prayer room and the membership of these 3 chapels is

about 100.

Kangwha is an island about 23 miles long and 13 miles wide.

There are 32 churches on the island and three preachers and about 3,000

Christians and 35,000 inhabitarfts. There are ^so 12 other islands in this

township and there are churches on all of them. I hope that very soon

all these people will become people of our Lord.

FIRST GRADUATING CLASS.

The first graduating exercises of the Methodist Union Theologica

Seminary took place in the First Methodist Episcopal Church Seoul*

December 20th, 1911.

There were thirty-nine members in the class, thirty-three from the

Methodist Episcopal Church, and six from the Methodist Episcopal

Church South. It was a memorable event in the history of the Christian

Church in Korea. All the graduates are in charge of churches or circuits

and are not only preachers with theoretical ideas but with practical

knowledge and power many of them have been under instruction for

seven or eight years and all of them four years.

If the large attendance upon and the deep interest manifested in this

signal event are a criterion by which to augur the future then this Union

Seminary is destined to exert a potent influence for God and the cause of

personal and civic righteousness in the land of the morning calm.

The Seminary has about 200 students enrolled which no doubt

makes it one of if not the largest institution of its kind in world wide
.

methodism.

The great need of the institution at present is a modern dormitory, /

equipment for class rooms and a heating plant. To provide for these we >

will need $10,000. The President of the Seminary is Rev. E. M. Cable.

On the 19th of December a reception was tendered to the class by the ^

President at his home.

OPENING OF THE NEW BIBLE HOUSE?
CHONGNO.

On Saturday last. 3rd inst , in the British and Foreign Bible Society's

rtew building a dedicatory service wcis held in the presence of a large

audience.

The Rev. S. A. Moffett. D.D., was chairman and a goodly company

of friends gathered to participate in the ceremony.

After uniting in the world famous hymn of Isaac Watts*, ** Our
God, our help in ages past" the congregation was led in prayer by the

p^tor of the Union Church, the Rev. Allen DeCarap. Rev. S A Beck

L ChrodcTes?^:WL‘‘''^
Scripture.

Dr Moffett, the chairman, then in a few well chosen words welcomed
the visitors on behalf of the Agent, Mr. Hugh Miller, and explained theaim and pui^ose of the Society, outlining briefly history of its work during
the past twenty-seven years in Korea.

^
The Rev. Dr. Gale then charmed the audience with an original paperon Korea s pr^amtion for the Bible

; an essay that deserves wide circula-
hon. After this Mr. Gerald Bonwick of the Korean Religious Tract
Society sang the old hymn, entitled, » My Mothers Bible," Suitably
accompanying his voice on his sweat sounding harmoni-flute.

W. Cram followed with an address vindicating the position
01 the Bible Society as an Evangelistic Agency. Colonel Hoggard of the
Salvation Army then commended the Society and its work,—especially in
Korea.—to the blessing and guidance of Almighty God.

Misses Harmon and Hankin, and Revs. Cable and E H Miller
sang a quartette, entitled, - When the Weary Seeking Rest," accompan-
ied by Mr. Gregg on the organ.

In the absence of the Rev. Dr. Underwood who was detained through
the senous illness of Mrs. Underwood, a letter was read expressing his
disappointment at not being able to be present, and confirming his
interest in and affection for the work of the Society.

Mr. Hugh Miller, the Agent for the British and Foreign Bible Society
then made a short statement giving figures of the cost of site and building
—as well as the expenditures for the past year which were as follows

Cost of Site 6,322.30
Cost of Building and Heating Plant 21,442.49

' Total Cost of Bible House 27,764.79

Expenditures for 1911.

Publication 20,242.41
Depot 8.644.88
Colportage 21,853.77
Biblewomen 3»673.57

54.414-63

Mr. Miller also explained that the Society does not use its general
mnds in the purchase or erection of buildings, but inaugurated a special
^nd for that purpose, so as to leave free the yearly income entirely for
Dible distribution.

The Chairman then made a gracious appeal for free—will offerings
coward the furnishing of the building, and the splendid total of 183 00 yen
'vas subscribed.
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This was followed by a trio sung by three Swedish lady ofificers of-

the Salvation Army in their native tongue, accompanied by their guitars.

This gave the first notes of an international tone to the meeting.

The Rt. Rev. Bishop Harris, in a beautiful and touching prayer

solemnly dedicated the building to the glory of God. It was most fitting

that he, the oldest missionary and the one who had seen more years of

service in the Far East than any other in the company, should have led

the standing audience in the dedicatory prayer. In well chosen words and

with the utmost sincerity he invoked God’s blessing on the work of the

Society in Korea and prayed that the Bible House and its Book might be

blessed to every soul in Chosen.

Then followed speeches of an international as well as interdenomina-

tional character.

The Rev. J. S. Badcock of the English Church Mission gave a five

minute greeting, studied with some important facts about Bible translation

and its effects upon botli church and nation. •

Archimandrite Paul of the Russian Church read his hearty greetings

from his Korean notes, testifying to the great value of the Society.

The Hon. Judge Watanabe gave a splendid and telling address in

appreciation of the book, the cheapest of medicines—the medicine for souls.

The Rev. Chai Pyeng Hyun, for the Koreans, told briefly of their

affection for the Book and wished for the Bible House and the colpor-

teurs, longevity and unbounded blessing.

Mr. Cha To Sim, a Christian Chinese Doctor touched the heart of his

hearers by his effort, in the Korean language to give expression to the

feelings of his heart with regard to tlie Book of Books. He hoped and

prayed that the work w'ould spread outwards and inwards in the hearts

of men not only in Korea but all the world over.

Mr, P. L. Gillett, General Secretary of the Y.M.C.A. moved a

cordial vote of thanks to the chairman and to those who had contributed

to the success of the meeting by taking part in the program as well as to

the Agent Mr. Hugh Miller who had arranged such a rich treat for the

audience.

The Doxology w^s then sung by the entire congregation, ten different

languages blending in one' note of praise. The Rev. John Thomas of the

Oriental Mission pronounced the benediction, thus concluding a memor-

able service and the beginning of another epoch in the history of Bible

work in Korea.

After the service visitors were shown over the commodious and well

stocked building, and entertained at tea by Mrs. Plugh Miller and other

lady friends of the Society.

i
f

%
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CHAIRMAN S ADDRESS.
Dr. S. a. MOFFETT.

It is with very great appreciation of the privilege accorded me that
in behalf of the B. F. B. S. and its greatly esteemed Agent. Mr. Hugh
Miller I extend to the Christian friends gathered here the sincere preetinps
of the Society.

The Opening of this Bible House is an event of no little significance
and import in the establishment of the Church in Korea. In the history
of the Society it is a marked Epoch constituting a fitting culmination of
its 30 years of work in Bible Distribution among this people. More
strictly speaking I should say the Society has had to do with the work
for 37 years, for while in 1881 it took over the work of Bible translation
into Korean done by the Scottish missionaries, in Manchuria that work
had been begun in 1875 and this Society refunded to them the money spent
in that work and has ever since been active in providing for the publication
and circulation of the Scriptures. It can look back with unfeigned thank-
fulness to the work accomplished and for that work and the spirit of
helpful co-operation shown, it merits the sincere appreciation and gratitude
of the missionary body and the Korean Church.

We all recognize the fact that the circulation of the Scriptures and
the preaching and study of the Word of God have been the great factors
in the wide and extended establishment of the Church here—a church
with such a character that it is making itself a great spiritual and moral
power in the lives of the people.

This building is a promise that the Society which has begun such a
good work will render even greater and more efficient service in the
future and we note with thankfulness the Society’s more adequate pro-
vision for the carrying on of this work of supreme importance.

It is a pleasing co-incidence that the date 19 1 1 on the first edition of
the completed copy of the whole Bible in Korean is also the date on the
corner stone of this building, and I am sure that the whole Christian
community—Korean and foreign—extend its congratulations and express
its sense of gratitude to the Society for its part in securing the Bible for

Korea and for the erection of this building.

We shall join most heartily in the prayers offered here to-day that

God’s blessing may rest upon the Society, its Agents and colporteurs and
Bible women, and more especially upon His own word which in printed
page goes forth from here, with its message of love and of hope in the
Gospel of the Incarnate Word, the Son of God, our Lord and Savior
Jesus Christ, in whose name and to whose glory the building is dedicated.

In this dedication of the new building there has been prepared a
program of pleasing variety of short addresses, of prayers, of music and
of greetings from representatives of the various churches and nationalities

interested in the work of the Society as carried from this building.
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KOREANS PREPARATION FOR THE BIBLE.

JAMES S. GALE, D.D.

It would seem as though Korea had fallen within the circle of pro-

phetic vision .when we. consider the marked preparation she has shown for

the coming of the Word of God.

I shall mention five points specially noticeable.

First :—The Name for God

—

Hananim, meaning The One Great One,

the Supreme and Absolute Being, suggesting the mysterious Hebrew
appellation ** I am that I am.” Hana meaning One and Nim^ Great.

' Our Saxon word “ God ” used in the plural and applied to heathen

'deities had to be adjusted greatly before it could serve the desired end.

The Greek “ Theos" like the Japanese Kami'yN^^ applicable to many so

<j^led deities also Sang-je oi China, it being but the highest of many
personalities. But Hananim strikes at once a note to which other names

labour to attain and arrive at only after a lengthy period of service.
'

1 *’ The Character Chon ^ God or Heaven^ being an exact'equivalent in

Chinese of the Korean name Hananim; brings us into accord' with those

who use Ckoh-/u, so that tb-day we can claim union, in bur appreciation of

the wonderful appellative- by which Korea stbbd re&dy to' welcome the

bbhiing'of the Bible, ' ;
‘‘

.

""

Second By the Associations and characteristics ' that' Korea at-

tnbuies to the One God.
’ ' L

h- How greatly Jupiter of the West fails in acts, on moral virtues, and

indignity to suggest the God of the Hebrews so Tar also, falls short the

Eastern Ok-whang Sang-je. But let me give you the translation of a few

passages that have been handed down through a thousand years of time

(Coming, from China it is true in the first instance but none the less

Korean to-day) that deal with Hananim, translating the name in each

case by God. i .

j. “The man who does right God rewards, the man who does

wrong God punishes.”

“ He who obeys God, lives ; he who disobeys Him, dies.”

“Where is God that He can hear so well? So vast is the

: universe, I wonder! Still, when I come to think of it, it

; is not a question of height or of distance, God is in the

'
.. heart.”

. “Secret words that men whisper to one another, God hears as

a clap of thunder
; and the dark designs plotted within the

inner chamber, He sees as a flash of lightning.”

“When a man's measure of wickedness is full, God takes him
* ,

,

* •
• away.

“ When one through wrong doing, wins great renown, do not

be anxious about it, for if he is not killed by his fellow man
God will deal with him.”
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V, V

“When you sow cucumbers you reap cucumbers, when you
sow beans you reap beans, the meshes of God’s fishing- net

seem very wide, yet none of us shall ever escape through

them.
•• Life and death are ordered of God, so also are riches and

poverty.”
' God never made a man without supplying his need.”

The hidden wickedness of the heart is what we need to fear,

for God's eyes, like wheels, turn seeing everythiug.”

' Flowers bloom, and flowers fall,

‘ Men have hopes, and men have fears,

' All the rich are not rich all,

‘ Nor have the poor just only tears.

‘ Men cannot pull you up to Heaven,
‘ Nor can tliey push you down to hell, ^

*

‘ God rules, so hold your spirit even, • •

‘ He is impartial, all is well.” ^ T V

k -

;: j}i .

Third:—

B

y the conditions under which Korea lives.

Customs, habits and usages common to those of Scripture are found

to a remarkable degree in the hand of the Hermit. Listen Is the

dragon seen there? So is he here. Did bad kings rise up and oppress

the people? So did they here! Were there devils in those days that

pestered and be dogged the footsteps of men? So are there here.- Did^

they labor to cast them out? So do they here. Did they say go inj^ace

there? So do they here. Did their new year fall toward spring time?

So did it here. Was the 15 day of No. ist moon a date never to be

forgotten? So was it here- Did they sacrifice there? So do they here.

Did they wear long robes girt about with a fancy girdle? So did they

here. Did they put off their shoes when they touched holy ground? So

do they here. Did they go forth to meet the bridegroom ? So do they

here. Did they take up their beds and walk ? So do they here. Did

the mourners go about the streets ? So do they here.

When Western Worlds are illimitable distances removed from the

kind of life found in the Scriptures, Korea sees herself one with the Bible

in the common walks and ways of men and so prepared to appreciate the

times of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, as well as these of Peter, James, and

John.
Fourth :—By her exaltation of Literature.

Literature has been everything to Korea. The literate Was the ^ly

man privileged to ride the dragon up into the highest heaven. The

scholar could not only look at the king but could talk with him. the

pen was master of the sword. Could you but read or intone or expound

the classics you might nfeterially be dropping to tatters, hut still the

world would wait on you, listen regardfully and show honor. Many an

unkempt son of the literate has the writer looked upon with

see hin receive the respectful and profound salutations of the better
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Base Ball.—There have been from six to nine base ball games
played by the members nearly every month of the year. Even in De-
cember there were three games. So much enthusiasm is evident that it

calls for constant practise on the part of young men and threats have been
made of some day invading the United States of America. One of the
most interesting sights your secretaries have seen during the year was the
psychological condition of the members of the Seoul Y.M.C.A. Base-ball
team after they had beaten (13-8) a team of young American missionaries
who got together at an Annual Mission Conference is Seoul " Horatio at

the Bridge/’ was a mild figure compared to them. At a recent game in

Pyeng Yang in which the Seoul Y.M.C.A. team beat a mixed team of the
Pyeng Yang College and the best players among the resident missionaries
by a score of 9-4 it was noticeable that the Religious Work Director of
the Association who had charge of the team on this trip, lined up the two
sides on the field before the game and after a few remarks offered prayer.

Foot Ball.—The soccer game is played extensively by the athletic
members of the association. Seventy-eight events were pulled off in

addition to a great deal of additional practice during the year.
Calisthenic and Setting up Drills.—There are from seventeen

to twenty-five classes per month held outdoors under the direction of a
former Police Sergent. when the weather permits. The average attend-
ance at each class during the Spring was fourty-three.

Field Day.—The Annual Field Day on May 13th was a great event
from the social standpoint, 351 members spent the day in the mountains
and took two meals a piece with us on that occasion. The athletic events
were entered by over 190 members. -The athletic and social activities
leading up to this meet are, perhaps of greater significance than the occasion
itself. Groups of athletes from our men have contended in various
interscholastic events.

Outings.

—

These are mostly spontaneous in character and represent
various groups of men who gather at the Association for one purpose or
another. Receptions to departing Friends or Missionaries are frequently
^ven. The mountains around Seoul furnish many places which are ideal
in distance and beauty for such occasions.

Fencing and Wrestung.—A padded floor has been prepared for
these features and they have been popular throughout the entire year.
The two kinds of work use the same room on alternate days. The
shower* bath is as much used and enjoyed by these men as it is by our
athletic men in America.
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THE TWILIGHT FALLS.

The twilight falls, the night is near,

I fold my work away,

And kneel to One who bends to hear

The story of the day.

The old, old story
;
yet I kneel

To tell it at His call ;

And cares grow lighter as I feel

That Jesus knows them all.

Yes, all
;
the morning, and the night,

The joy, the grief, the loss.

The roughened path, the sunbeams bright.

The hourly thorn and cross.

He knoweth all— I lean my head,

My weary eyelids close,

Content and glad awhile to tread

This path, since Jesus knows.

CHILD LIFE IN KOREA. '

;

In speaking about or rather in writing “ on Child Life in Korea,",

the writer of this article can find nothing more interesting and more^r^

to himself, begging the pardon of his readers, than the recollections of his

own childhood. Some of his early recollections may be more or Iras

vague and indefinite but one thing for which he is thankful to God is that

he knows he was born in Korea. He has a right to claim that the life ol

his own childhood was “ Child s life in Korea. t

If the writer should be asked, however, by an American boy as td

when he as born, he would not be quite sure how to answer intelligibly.'

It is not because he doubts whether he was born at all, nor is it because

he does not know his own birthday. In fact Koreans are more particular

than Americans in remembering and celebrating birthdays. But the way

they keep their calendar is different from that of the western people, ihc

writer, for example, was born when all the Koreans did not know any-

thing about the birthday of Christ. Therefore, instead of saying he was

born in the year of our Lord one thousand so and so, his mother told him

that he was born on the igth day of the second month of Bird-and-pig

year at the Rat hour. Everybody in Korea who understands the old

lunar calendar will know exaedy when it was but I doubt if boys and

girls in America could make anything out of it.
u„,.n

I was third and last son to my parents. Two brothers were bom

very early in my father’s age but they died early too. " Ihe bpirn
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Envoy from the South River/’ the name of a fictitious place where the

spirits of small-pox dwell, carried them awayvOne after the other. When

my second brother was taken away, my father became so enraged that he

smashed with a wooden club the table on which sacrifices were offered to

the spirit and wielded a large sword around the shrine, where the spirit

was supposed to abide, in order to wreak vengeance upon t^he spirit. As

a result of this heedless action, it was said, father became invalid for three

months. In those days vaccination was entirely unknown in Korea.

Even if the people had known of it, they would not have applied it for

fear it might offend the annual visitor from the South River; namely the

!; small-pox spirit.

li Before I was born, my father was without a son for many years. No

i|

son means no child. His two daughters were ever loving and devoted to

' him but what were girls to the family? They will not worship their

ancestors. They will get married and will worship the ancestors of their

husbands instead. They belong or will belong to the ancestor of their

husbands. While, therefore, they are aliens to their own parents, they

would carry all valuable and useful things from the home of their parents

to that of their husbands. Mr. Kim Fucha once rushed into his house

from without and cried “Wife, wife, conceal all the valuables, for there

! comes a robber," After all things that were worth having were accord-

! ingly removed and locked up in a closet, they found his married daughter

coming to visit home. “Where is the robber? “Inquired the wife.

“ Why, isn’t she a robber ? “ whispered the old gentleman. “ She comes

home to say the same -old thing. “Father, give me this; mother, give

me that." This may be an extreme case biit as a rule the birth of a girl

is a matter of regret and disappointment while to wish a person “ hundred

sons and a thousand grandsons" is one of the most general forms of

benediction.

My father spent thousands of Yang (old Korean money) in hunting

for a grave site. A grave hunter told him that my grand father was

buried in an unlucky ground and it was due to this that he had no son.

Even now many people are superstitious enough to believe this kind of

talk.

Sacrifices were offered at most of the Temples and high places in the

neighborhood, praying for a boy child. My mother used to say that I

was given by the Buddha in one of the Temples to the West of Seoul.

In the night after she offered a sacrifice at that Temple she dreamed about

a dragon coming into her bosom. That is the reason why my boy name
was Yongy, or Dragon. I would not now allow any one to call me a

dragon or serpent or snake or any other member of that ancient family

whose ancestor made all the children of Adam sin. But according to the

notion of Oriental peoples, who know nothing about what a serpent once

did in Jhe beautiful Garden of Eden, Yongy was a sacred name because a

dragon was supposed to dwell somewhere in celestial regions while its

cousins creeping on the earth are nothing but common retiles. Boys are

often named dragon, tiger, phoenix, calf, pig or the like, implying high
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ideals heroism, power, long life, etc,, though hardly anything high or

great ’is attached to the last named animal. Sometimes the

Linps the best luck, it is often said. Girls arc frequently named Pretty.

VirtL Beauty and the like. One can always tell by the name whether it

is a girl or a hoy. However, these names are gradually giving away and

the Bible names such as Joseph, Jacob, Peter etc. for boys ,
and Mary.

p<5thpr etc for girls are taking their place.s.

^ My birth was such ajoy to the family that a was gwen to

the neighbors Congratulations poured in, saying that Yi s (my lather s

nanS IncSral worship is now to be continued. Ancestral worship is of

She would be ranked with unlucky women who ruined the family

She" first anniversary of my birthday a large table was prepared

over whifh all kinds of nice things to eat as well as swords.^^bows^nd

arrows, tools and
was''^rbefor/me ’aS"peop1e were eagerly

SSIISSSfSSH
mined. It he takes up a uuw,

cnlHipr I held up a pen.

man, or if he takes up a swor
^ delighted my mother and

probably because it^ Jd bTa great scholar. When I am ever going

^ ^

"'“®AlUhTs/a/e'Srit'a?Xm mother and from my two sUte^^

One of the things which I ^=ard from^ my^
..

profoundly that I could never g « You would see

^o to any of the large Buddhist Tempte
^.^a-ns is

five hundred
,vhich seemed really wonderful to

wonderful. inen sne
oil over the world, preach-

my child mind. When Buddha was a^l^over

ing his religion and chanting his pi y
. nriver he felt tired one day

and over again three hundred times or each pray ei, he felt

and sat down to rest at the corner o a
Admiring the

fully ripe and the ears weie R
uncoLciously touched one

r't ."yteb
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his whole year’s labor. Then and there he dismissed his disciples and
transformed himself into a large cow. The Buddha*cow walked into the

farmer’s house and served him three years for the three grains he had
eaten. During these three years the farmer became very rich, known far

and wide. One morning the farmer was aniazed to find his cow calling

him and speaking to him as a man would. The cow told him that he, the
farmer, had to entertain five hundred guests who would visit him that

night. Mingled with wonder and fear, the farmer prepared a banquet for

five hundred people. In the dark of the night a gang of five hundred
robbers entered tlie house. When the hungry night visitors were highly
entertained, the cow walked out of the manger and told the robbers all

about the three grains and about his service for three years in return. As
he had fully compensated the farmer he bads liim farewell and started

again on his mission. Every one of the highwaymen repented his sins and
followed Buddha. That is the origin of the Nahans. I believed every
word in the story. When I went to the Temple the five hundred images
sitting in a large hall seemed so wonderful that I felt as though the spirit

of Buddha was walking among them.

Every year on my birthday my mother sent me to a Temple in

Domokai, about seven or eight miles from Seoul, to offer sacrifice to

Buddha, praying for a long life and many blessings. For three days
before the day of sacrifice I was kept at home fasting and tried not to see
anything “ unclean ” such as blood or the corpse of a man or beast. In

\ order to show my devotion I did not ride anything but walked over three
high hills accomf^nied by a small servant girl. As I drew near the
monastery everything around there seemed inspiring and sacred. The
hills and brooks, pagodas and monuments, the remote sounds of bells and
gongs in the solemn atmosphere, painted walls and stone-towers and a
hundred other things, made me feel as if I were somewhere far away from
the mundane sphere. As I entered an immense hall, behold, a golden
Buddha sat on the high altar just opposite me. Candle lights and incense
were ever burning around the Buddha. At the foot of the altar an old
priest sat on his knees, eyes half closed, counting his prayer with a long
rosary in hand. The ceiling and walls were covered With images and
pictures. On the one side, all the pictures represented the judgment of
Souls in the other world. Some men were dying in burning fire and some
were receiving torture of various kinds according to the sins they com-
mitted while in this world. On anotlier wall were the views of trans-

migration.^ There some men were becoming snakes or bulls or worms or
numerous other animals. Still on another wall a glorious paradise was
full of lotus blossoms among which those who did good work for Buddha
were enjoying their lives with angels and heavenly hosts in the clouds.
If any one asks why people in non-Christian lands believe in idol worship
and do not accept Christ as their Savior, I have many answers for it.

The strongest reason is perhaps that they had nothing but this sort of a
religion and were therefore led to believe these things from childhood.

My mother taught me the Chinese h'irst Reader. The book is
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known as “ One Thousand Characters," because it contains practically

one thousand odd characters, Learning this is simply a matter of memory
and it is such a hard thing to learn. Characters have no phonetic sj^stem

and it is almost impossible for a child to understand most of the words

and sentences. Reading up and down from right to left. It reads as

this : Heaven and Earth ;
Black and Yellow : Celestial and Terrestrial,

Big and Rough, etc. If you ask how it is that heaven and earth are

black and yellow, the teacher would say, because the old Confucian books

say so. My mother punished me with a long paddle if I failed to recite

the lessons. When I was six years old I finished the book by committing

to memory over lialf of the one thousand characters almost without

knowing the meaning. Then I was sent to a school about two miles from

home over a hill. Twenty or thirty boys reading their lessons in a small

room bewildered me to the utmost and I wished not to go to school

again. But they would thrash me if I refuse to go or to study Chinese.

Oh, how I wished I were a girl
;

She would never be sent to school nor

is she obliged to learn those mysterious characters. She is nothing and

so will be left home .separate from boys to help in rouse-work or to study

Unmoon (Korean Alphabet) which is very easy and therefore called

Ahmkui or female letters.

Taiju is a kind of sorceress who tells fortune through the medium of

a spirit. If any one goes to see a Taiju, to find out something unknown or

to learn somebody’s fortune, she would call Aggisi, or Madam. Then he

would soon hear a sharp whistling sound in the air over the head of the

sorceress. She would speak toward the sound and the sound would

answer. Acceding to their belief or pretension of belief, a little girl’s

spirit would find out everything and report it to the sorceress who under-

stand the message in the whistle. I have seen more than once a Taiju

telling fortune in that way. Once some women were talking about a cer-

tain Taiju. They said that there was a scholar who could understand the

spirit language, visiting a celebrated Taiju. He asked the spirit and found

out the following story. The sorceress kindnapped a small girl and put

her into a large empty barrel with a heavy lid on the top. The child was

hungry, and crying for food. The woman fooled the child by opening

the lid once in a while and saying “ Aggisi, take this food," but she did

not give anything until the poor girl died of hunger. The spirit of that

child became accustomed to the woman’s voice and still was asking for

food. With the hope of getting food from her, the spirit child would do

whatever she would tell her to do. Such was the story that I overheard

from the women. Since hearing it. I so dreaded to be alone that I would

never go out without company. No wonder people used to call me a

coward boy but they did not know what made me so*.

Korean children have very little amusement. Life in the Orient is

always serious. Fun must not be allowed even to children. Duties are

what every one must learn from his early age. The fundamental princi-

ples of Confucian teaching were based upon respect for parents and elders.

In the presence of their superiors, they must sit on their knees. When in
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streets they must walk behind the grown-up people, not before. Bowing
so low as to touch the floor or ground with forehead is a matter of daily

greeting to their parents and teacliers. Etiquette requires a child who
returns to his mother after a long absence to perform the ceremony at a

distance before he goes to the arms of his mother. Parents do not be-

lieve in “Sparing the rod and spoiling the child.’' They believe rather

too much in tlie opposite.

Any kind of labor except farming is regarded as degrading. If a boy
of noble family once degrades himself by doing any manual work he will

most likely loss his caste. He is taught to suffer from hunger rather than

lose his nobility. Industrial conditions are consequently bad and the

poverty of the nation is extremely pitiful.

Fine Penmanship is regarded as the best art of a scholar. Boys must
devote their energy and attention to copying out Chinese characters. My
mother did not allow me to lift up anything of considerable weight for

fear it might spoil the nerve system which will help the art of copying.
Physical exercises are entirely unkown among the scholarly- class of

people. Wrestling, boxing, jumping and the like are the sports of the

common mass. There is an often told story of a boy watching with his

father some foreign missionaries playing tennis. “Father; inquired the

little fellow, why don’t they have their servants do it?” So you see

that physical development is utterly neglected. Boys are consequ-
ently weak and sickly. Since I hegan to enjoy the benefit of outdoor
exercises when I was in America I came to realize how ruinous it is to a
nation, not to say to the individual, to keep thousands of its young sons
without a gymnasium or a playground. Last Spring the Young Men’s

. Christian Association in Seoul, of which I am a secretary, raised twelve
thousand for a partial contribution toward the building fund of a gym-
nasium. These twelve thousand mean in Korea, as Dr. H. G. Under-
wood has said, twelve millions in America.

I am giving my life very largely to work for boys. We have Bible
classes in our Association building every Sunday afternoon exclusively
for the boys of various schools in Seoul. Last Saturday evening we had
a special meeting for the boys of primary^ schools and there were over a
thousand little fellows in the main auditorium. In course of time we hope
to be able to start a boy’s department in the Association of Seoul.

Realizing from my visit -to America and England what a blessing it

is to be born in a Christian land I can hope for the children of Korea
nothing better than a free opportunity to learn about Him who once said
to His disciples. “ Suffer little children to come unto me and forbid
them not ; for of such is the Kingdom of iieaven.” These little ones are
ready to learn. The opportunity is here. All that we need in extending
this opportunity to a larger number of children is the sympathy, the
earnest prayers, and the substantial help of God’s people in Christian
America. c r> •

S. Rhee, Vh.D., Princeton 1910,

Student Secy. Korean Y.M.C.A.
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KOREAN LAY WORKERS.
Aside from the work of the clerical missionaries and of a few native

ministers ordained in the last four or 6ve years, the Church in Korea is

the result of the labors of lay workers, the large majority volunteers.

Many have been leaders of new groups, themselves such new Christians

that one sometimes doubted the wisdom of allowing them to teach.

I have just sat beside one such worker this afternoon and as I listened

to him teach the Sabbath School lesson I took new courage. He is a

quiet, bashful fellow, baptized four years ago, .unable to read before he

believed. Recently he has gathered a group of about twenty in his own

village, near Chong Ju, and is their leader.

He had read the Quarterly and had grasped only a few of the easiest

and most essential points. The milk he fed the new beginners was very

thin and watery and that is just where I found my encouragement.

Tied to that stake out there is a cow with a new born calf, and she

has nothing for it butf thinly watered milk. Is that a pity? Not so, it is

just what the new born needs. If Pastor Pak or I were teaching these

beginners, we would have extracted cheese from that lesson quarterly, cut

it into chunks and fed it to these babes. But this ignorant one, hiniselt a

babe, gives them just what he—and consequently they—can take in and

^ We have learned the alphabet so long ago we forget there is an

alphabet. He has been thro it so recently he knows just what letters are

hardest and where to go slowly and put the most effort. Being all he can

teach he is compelled to stick to that and go over and over it, and that is

just what his pupils need.
, ^ • i. i j ru u .

So let us take courage. Our poor, ignorant, babyish l^der of babes

feeling his insufficiency and learning hard on the Spirit, is ordained of

God. He has come to the Kingdom for such a time as this. He will

develope with his group and they with him and he will be ordained of

men bye and bye. F. S. Miller,
Chong Ju, Korea.

A FAITHFUL CHRISTIAN WOMEN.
By E. M. cable.

Nellie Kim ha. been a faithful attendant upon tlie sein/ices of the

church for more than five )-ears. During this time her devotion to and

zeal for Christ has never wavered notwithstanding all that slie been

compelled to endure in the way of abuse and ^rsecution from her own

peop^. Her father and mother-in-law are not Chnstians h^^^ bejm

very active in persecuting her. They know how sincere and punctual

sh7is in attending divine service on the Sabbatli and so have taken great

delicht in trying to compell her to work on the Sabbath and thus break

the Lmmand of God. But Nellie has been true to God and lias refused


